
 

 

 

Fact Sheet: Supporting Food Businesses 
Safe Food for Canadians Regulations 

 

The Safe Food for Canadians Regulations (SFCR) have introduced modern 
food safety requirements for food businesses that import food, or prepare 

food to be exported or sent across provincial or territorial borders. 

New rules can sometimes be difficult to understand and apply. The Canadian 

Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) is committed to helping food businesses 
meet the new requirements. 

How does the CFIA support your business? 

Gradual introduction of requirements 

Some food sectors and small businesses may require time to get ready to 
meet new requirements. Some requirements have to be met immediately, 

while others will be phased in over a period of 12-30 months based on food 
commodity, type of activity and business size. To learn more, refer to 

the interactive tools and timelines.  

Exemptions for micro businesses 

A written preventive control plan (PCP) is not required for some businesses 
with gross annual sales of $100,000 or less, but they must still have 

preventive controls in place (such as sanitation and pest control measures). 

Find out if and when you need a PCP by using the preventive control plan 

interactive tool. It only takes 5 minutes. 

Plain language information 

Even after reading the SFCR, you may still have questions about how the 

rules will apply to your business. Visit www.inspection.gc.ca/safefood for 
information to help you understand the requirements and how you might 

implement them once they come into force. 

 

 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/timelines/eng/1528199762125/1528199763186
https://na1se.voxco.com/SE/93/SFCR_PCP/?&lang=en
https://na1se.voxco.com/SE/93/SFCR_PCP/?&lang=en


 

 

 

What's available? 

 Videos, including one for importers – provide an overview of the SFCR 
 Understanding the Regulations: A handbook for food businesses – 

describes the SFCR in clear and simple language 
 Interactive tools to help you quickly find out if and when you need 

a license and PCP, and what your traceability requirements are. 
 Fact sheets on licensing, traceability, preventive 

controls, importing and exporting 
 Step-by-step guides to developing a PCP with helpful templates, 

including one for importers 

 Glossary of food safety terms 
 Getting started : Toolkit for businesses  

Services to support businesses 

Sign up for My CFIA today to access a growing number of online services 

including, licences, export certificates, as well as electronic payment options. 

Learn more at www.inspection.gc.ca/safefood. 

http://inspection.gc.ca/food/videos/eng/1528314348383/1528314376740
http://inspection.gc.ca/food/videos/importing-food-to-canada/eng/1528315408961/1528315409226
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/toolkit-for-businesses/handbook-for-food-businesses/eng/1481560206153/1481560532540
https://na1se.voxco.com/SE/93/SFCR_licence/?&lang=en
https://na1se.voxco.com/SE/93/SFCR_PCP/?&lang=en
https://na1se.voxco.com/SE/93/traceability/?&lang=en
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/toolkit-for-businesses/licensing-of-food-businesses/eng/1427300844139/1427300914872
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/toolkit-for-businesses/traceability/eng/1427310329573/1427310330167
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/toolkit-for-businesses/preventive-food-safety-controls/eng/1427304468816/1427304469520
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/toolkit-for-businesses/preventive-food-safety-controls/eng/1427304468816/1427304469520
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/toolkit-for-businesses/importing-food/eng/1467924359708/1467924360253
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/toolkit-for-businesses/exporting-food/eng/1467912788263/1467912788776
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/general-food-requirements-and-guidance/preventive-control-plans/guide/eng/1427746591578/1427746679297
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/general-food-requirements-and-guidance/preventive-control-plans/domestic-food-businesses/eng/1480440821364/1480440822085
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/general-food-requirements-and-guidance/preventive-control-plans/for-importers/eng/1480084425374/1480084519065
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/toolkit-for-businesses/glossary-of-key-terms/eng/1430250286859/1430250287405
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/toolkit-for-businesses/eng/1427299500843/1427299800380
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/my-cfia/eng/1482204298243/1482204318353
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/sfcr/eng/1512149177555/1512149203296

